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Tomorrow the first resolution that will be moved after the
formal reading of the addresses will be that relating to the Calcutta
agreement. It will be opposed by Maulana Hasrat Mohani.
In this connection let me make a few observations. You are the
representatives in a sense. We have got all the delegates. I would
respectfully warn you against accepting the resolution if you want
to put the whole burden upon my shoulders. I should say my
shoulders are incapable of carrying that burden. I want to carry
that burden only with your assistance. Unless every one of you is
prepared to give your assistance whole-heartedly in spirit and to the
letter, our purpose cannot be achieved. Our purpose is to bring
about boycott of foreign cloth. That can be done only by the
assistance of the poorest of the poor men. Women and children. It
is an honest attempt and a proper attempt in my humble opinion
to make on behalf of the nation. If we can achieve that boycott,
which is the only thing we are capable of doing today, it is a way
of demonstrating to ourselves and to the world that we can do
thousand and other things also side by side, but only after the
boycott is achieved.
You will remember there was an amendment today which
hurt me. It was moved by Mr. Bhopatkar stating that when
adults do not undertake to spin and wear khaddar on all occasions
it is unfair on our part to expect children to do so. This really
hurt me for the simple reason that he put a construction on the
franchise which it is incapable of bearing. I say the franchise is
the minimum that we imposed. Naturally it must be so, because
it then becomes punishable in the sense that if that minimum
compliance is not shown you will deprive people of the right of
voting. The right of vote is a sacred thing. The minimum require-
ment had to be put, That was to put on khaddar on all political
and ceremonial occasions, but surely that does not mean that you
will discard khaddar cloth the moment you finish the Congress
business in Belgaum. If that is the meaning, you cannot effectively
boycott foreign cloth, I want you to read and understand the
spirit of the agreement. This is the minimum expectation from
the Congress members. How much more then can we expect from
the nation ? Not only should We adults but all children must wear
Hiaddar on all occasions. I mean to say that khaddar must be
our daily wear. Unless it becomes so there can be no boycott.
I have been told that the provision exempting unwilling
persons from personally spinning is only a loop-hole not to spin,
Jbitt that is not the sense in which I read the agreement. If that is
sense in which you take it, I would like to throw out the